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Spanish kingdom, but also for the other nations of the
world.!

It will not be out of place to relate what I heard happened
in Spain to Columbus, after he had discovered the Indies;
although it had been done in ancient times in other ways,
but was new then. Columbus being at a party with many
noble Spamards, where, as was customary, the subject of
conversation was the Indies: one of them undertook to say :
—Mr. Christopher, even if you had not found the Indies,
we should not have been devoid of a man who would have
attempted the same that you did, here in our own country
of Spain, as it is full of great men clever in cosmography
and literature.” Columbus said nothing in answer to these
words, but having desired an egg to be brought to him, he
placed it on the table saying: * Gentlemen, I will lay a
wager with any of you, that you will not make this egg
stand up as I will, naked and without anything at all.”
They all tried, and no one succeeded in making it stand up.
When the egg came round to the hands of Columbus, by
beating it down on the table he fixed it, having thus crushed
a little of one end ; wherefore all remained confused, under- Cb\ om
standing what he would have said :_that he
done, everybody knows how to do it; that they ought first

-_tm—t}ﬁrﬁem.m—ot laugh at him who had
sought for it first, while they for some time had been laugh-
ing, and wondered at it as an impossibility.

Now let us return to our first subject, of the searching
for, and the discovery of the Indies. Columbus seeing that
the Genoese would not help him in so worthy an enter-
prize, he determined to go to the West, considering that
there were some very rich and very powerful princes, in the

! It was admitted by Don Fernando, the son of Columbus, that his
father having married Donna Felipa Mofiiz, he had access to his father-
in-law’s papers, he—DPerestrello, a seafaring man—being dead: but they
appear to have related to the Azores only. (7rans.)
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